Report on the Richard Wagner Verband International Congress

Weimar, May 16th – 20th, 2007.

The town of Weimar was bathed in sunlight for the duration of a culturally outstanding Congress, all aspects of which were at the highest level – and what else in a city steeped in 1000 years of history and art;  the home of Goethe, Schiller and Liszt!

It was in Weimar on August 28th, 1850 that Franz Liszt conducted “Lohengrin”, its composer being in exile.  In writing this brief report, I’ve decided to follow the excellent template of Anthony Linehan who wrote such an excellent report on the 2006 Congress in Tallinn / Helsinki.

Day 1 : May 16th
An interesting production of “Das Rheingold” in the National Theatre conducted by Carl St. Clair, produced by Michael Schulz.  Elements of Bayreuth and Baden-Baden in this production.  The musicianship was of a very high standard.

Day 2 : May 17th
Guided tours of Weimar in English and French – great eras of Weimar – Classical Weimar, followed in the evening by an organ recital of J.S. Bach’s music;  opening concert at the State Chapel;  Franz Liszt Piano Concerto No. 1;  Hector Berlioz and Richard Strauss.

Day 3 : May 18th
A very busy day for delegates and guests – Symposium:

Liszt and Wagner;  Piano Transcriptions;  Wagner and Liszt as authors;  “Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe” - in his absence a conversation!  The day ended with a German Classic play (in German).  There was also a tour to Naumburer Dom and the house of Friedrich Nietzsche.

Day 4 : May 19th
The meeting of Chairmen of Societies in the RWV and RWVI in Weimar Castle, Weisser Saal.  The meeting opened with an introduction of the 13 new Chairmen – all of whom said a few words!  Reports from the President, the International Commission, Foundation of Bursaries, Treasurer and Auditor, other business and, finally, the “Strategic Paper”.  The meeting lasted c. 4½ hours.  Lots of speeches.  The Annual Subs are increased for German Societies from €2 to €3 per member.  This proposal caused quite a degree of heated debate.  Non-German Societies are charged a single levy depending on ability to bear and membership.

As regards the Strategic Paper, this generated a great deal of debate e.g., one organisation or two?; getting younger people interested.  Tickets for the Bayreuther Festspiele raised its head.  Delegates were allowed every opportunity to speak, and more than once if they wished to amplify a point.  Whilst no translators were present, I was attended to by Frau Ingrid Budde of the International Commission, on the instruction of the President.  I was also in the company of Derek Watson and Will Scott of the Scottish Society.  Both were marvellous company at the meeting and later at the National Theatre.

Having survived the meeting of Chairs we prepared to attend “Die Walküre” at the National Theatre.  The singing and general musicianship was excellent;  the production odd in that it had a prologue which was really strange.  But the storm music commenced …..  Acts I and II went quite well but in Act III we had bunk beds and the “Von Trapp Familie Walküries” – they really had fun.  The audience initially booed - shock and horror at the bunk beds – but all became calm and it was fine.

Brünnhilde wore a beautiful wedding dress at the conclusion and went “Elsa”-like up the stage into a very bright light.  Wotan handed his spear to Loge and as the stage darkened the spear went on fire – a fine interpretation of the drama.  No boos at the end, lots of encores.  Frau Verena Lafferenze-Wagner stood and applauded the artists and if she was satisfied then surely it was a successful production?  And it was a successful production overall.

Day 5 : May 20th
The final day commenced with a concert in Weimar Hall with the Youth Symphony Orchestra from the Liszt School of Music;  they were wonderful.  “Lohengrin” Prelude Acts I and III, Der Fliegende, Holländer Overture and, finally, “Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg in Prelude to Acts III and 1.

Back to the Dorint Hotel for a Festival Dinner.  The day ended with a performance at the National Theatre of Verdi’s “Don Carlos”, at which time I was en route to Dublin.

The 2008 Congress is in Geneva – May 1st- 4th.  Other future venues are Prague and in 2013 Leipzig for the 200th Anniversary of the birth of the Great Master.

Christopher McQuaid
June 2007. 

